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S

ince its inauguration in 1994, over 100 countries annually commemorate
World Teachers’ Day on October 5th. Historically, this date coincides
with the signing of the UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization) and ILO (International Labour Organization)
Status of Teachers Recommendation in 1966. Its primary goal and focus remain
as vitally relevant today as in years past. Simply stated, teachers make a
difference and their contributions to the success of future generations should
be recognized, appreciated and celebrated.
For educators, there is perhaps no greater accolade than the sincere words
of gratitude often expressed by our own students and parent community at
large. Brenda Stewart, a TCDSB teacher, is testament to this heart-warming
experience. Decades after graduation, a former Grade 7 student began a
tireless search online for the teacher who
(World Teacher’s Day . . . – continued on page 2)
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Celebrating Forty Years!
This year, as our executive prepares for a bigger and mostinspiring literacy conference, the East York-Scarborough
Reading Association is also proud to be commemorating
its 40th anniversary as a literacy organization. To mark
this extraordinary occasion, the present executive will be
paying tribute to all past-presidents at our annual awards
banquet. Please join us in celebrating our accomplishments
and in honouring the individuals who have led this
organization over the last 40 years.
From the Association’s humble beginnings in a school basement so many years ago;
to presently hosting Canada’s largest literacy conference, we are, and have always been,
committed to improving the quality of literacy instruction. The steadfast support of our
teacher-delegates has helped us achieve our goals and made Reading for the Love of It
one of the most celebrated and successful literacy conferences in Canada. For this we
are genuinely grateful.
Celebrating . . . – continued on page 8
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World Teacher’s Day – continued from page 1

“steered him in the right direction”. He writes,
“Seventh grade was a big year in my life and
you, Ms. Stewart, were a great positive force.
Your History classes really got me excited about
school for the first time. You were a great coach
and fitness instructor, as well. I’ll never forget
running cross-country or your lessons on cardio,
strength training and relaxation exercises. You
certainly had a passion for teaching. You gave
the class a reading assignment; bring in a book
and read aloud a few pages that interest you. I
brought in a book about human potential
because it had a chapter on adrenalin and how
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people could achieve amazing feats under duress.
When I finished reading, you talked about
potential and how it relates to every aspect of
our lives. A light went on for me. This was my
eureka moment. You taught me that if I work
hard and have the right attitude, I could do
anything. I’m very grateful and fortunate to have
had you as my teacher and coach.”

If your plan is for one year, plant
rice. If your plan is for 10 years plant
trees. If you plan is for 100 years,
educate children. — Confucius

For the Love of Teachers!

A

s final touches are being applied to the
program for Reading for the love of it 2009
our newsletter theme “For the Love of
Teaching”, centred on the power of teachers to
inspire and transform, is certainly reflected in

Most of us end up with no more
than five or six people who remember
us. Teachers have thousands of people
who remember them for the rest of
their lives. — Andy Rooney
the speakers featured at our February conference.
It has been a joy working with our program
committee to assemble another roster of
exceptional leaders in the areas of literacy.
Hopefully you’ve had a chance to browse
through the list of presenters for the upcoming
conference. From Roy MacGregor to Susan
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Aglukark, from Deborah Ellis to TCDSB’s own
Anthony De Sa, our hope is that these and all
the speakers at this year’s conference will inspire
you to renew your commitment to literacy,
leadership and to the students you serve.
We’ve added space at the Sheraton in
downtown Toronto this year in response to the
fabulous attendance at our conference in recent
years. We hope this results in a little more elbow
room for our delegates and provides an even
more pleasurable experience at our conference.
Start making plans to attend!
We hope to see many of you on February
12th and 13th at the Sheraton.
Anthony Petitti, Vice President and Chair of Conference Programme

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell
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Parents of 5th Block students, an early
reading intervention program in the TCDSB,
enthusiastically convey messages of appreciation
for the significant levels of achievement and
gains made throughout the seventeen week
sessions. One parent explains, “My daughter
now reads for me, my mom, and my sister and
for all the people in her Child Care. From week
to week, I could see progress in her reading. A
whole world has opened up to her.”
Another parent warmly writes, “As you must
already know, teachers next to parents are the
most influential people in a child’s life. I am very
pleased that you are this person. I understand
that teachers have curriculum to follow but the
understanding heart and warm inspiration of a
teacher makes a huge difference for a growing
child who is determined to succeed. I am very
happy to report that I believe you have provided
all of this for my daughter. She has very much
enjoyed coming to your class and is extremely
proud of her accomplishments, as am I.”
Although World Teachers’ Day is officially
recognized once per year, it is through warm
sentiments and supportive messages such as
these, that we truly feel appreciated, valued and
respected for all that we do each and every day.
For more information on World Teachers’ Day,
visit these web pages:
www.unac.org/en/news_events/un_days/internati
onal_days.asp
www.tdsb.on.ca/_site/ViewItem.asp?siteid=15&
menuid=15874&pageid=14051
Marisa Liscio, Teacher, St. Maria Goretti, TCDSB

where his influence stops. — Henry Brooks Adams
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One looks back with appreciation to
the brilliant teachers, but with
gratitude to those who touched our
human feelings. — Carl Jung

A Leaf for the Child
I have shown the child
the letter
I have turned it round
and round
caressed its shape
outlined it in pencil

the rest he must discover
on his own

I have invited the child
to listen
to feel the magic of
words
sounds
music

Gianna was born in the
central region of Lazio,
Italy and came to Canada
in 1960. She has been
teaching with the TCDSB
and at the same time has
written and published
numerous books of poetry
and a book for children.
Gianna is currently working
on a novel, The Sicilian’s
Bride.

it is all language
that speaks who we are
it is in our head
in our limbs
it dances
into our bones
travels across continents
understanding
sharing who we are
page after page of dreams
sheet after sheet of truths
adventures

my time is brief
new buds outfit the trees
Gianna Patriarca, October 2008

the words are the leaf
with veins to all points
splendor in all seasons
I have taught the child
to examine
with wide eyes open
to observe with
tenderness

My Etruscan Face (2007) is
Gianna's sixth book of poetry.
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Under Construction

R

unning a Guided Reading group in the
corner of my classroom, I could not believe
what I saw when I looked up. Scanning the
room to ensure students were still on task at
their respective reading rotations, I was shocked
by the amount of activity taking place in my
room. Working quietly, it was clear that my
students were well underway on a major project
of their own making. As I tried to take in the
sight and understand what my students were
doing, a smile spread across my face. I was
witnessing first hand, the creativity of six and
seven year olds.
After weeks of practicing reading rotations
under close supervision, my students clearly
understood what was expected of them at each
centre. They knew creativity was welcome as
long as they chose to respect the goal of the
centre. As I watched, I realized my students were
working collaboratively to create a library.
Apparently, it all started when the students in the
“Structures” rotation began using large blocks to
The creativity of six and seven year olds produced this in-class library —
complete with a white board of library rules.
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create a confined space. Adding chairs to create
an entrance and exit, the group had worked
together to construct the main structure. After
some discussion, the students moved in my
rocking chair and added some finishing touches,
including stuffed animals and a comfortable
chair.
Once others realized what was happening,
students at the writing centre began busily
making posters for the library (“Quiet Please”,
“Reading is Fun”, “The Library is Closed”) as
well as using the white board to create a list of

library rules. Next, the students at the buddy
reading and big books centres, slowly migrated
over to the activity and decided they could add
the finishing touch by displaying books. Just as
they see in our school and classroom library, the
students began standing feature books up for
display and creating theme shelves using the
hollow inside of the blocks for storage.
As I looked around, the students in my
Guided Reading group were also intrigued.
Releasing them to join the larger group, they
immediately headed over to the structure to ask

what they could do to help. As I sat back, I
marveled at how the students had prepared a
meaningful lesson themselves, integrating many
newly learned lessons! Students of all abilities
were working together, negotiating what was
being built and helping each other. Writing was
used to create the posters and list of rules. My
students had even included cross-curricular
connections, sorting books into theme piles for
display. They had put literacy into action in
every sense of the word.
Jodi Barrett, classroom teacher, Donwood Junior P.S., TDSB
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Outreach
Responding to Literacy Needs

Organizations Supported by Outreach in 2007-08

The East York-Scarborough Reading Association
Outreach Committee is honoured and privileged once
again to respond to the literacy needs of local, national
and international learning communities. Our goal, as an
organization, is to support children and adults in
attaining, promoting and strengthening literacy skills
and in so doing, fostering reading for the love of it. In
2007-2008, we supported over 20 organizations by
donating items such as: games, globes, bookcases, desks,
computers, books, (including dual language selections),
consumables and cash funds.
Many of us visited community homework clubs,
family shelters and/or attended graduation ceremonies
for young moms. Two of our members ventured further
afield to Ecuador and Africa, volunteering in school
building projects during March break and summer
months. To further professional development, we have
also been able to sponsor teachers of First Nations
students to our yearly conference. East York Learning
Experience opens many doors for adults and this year we
assisted with much needed classroom purchases. Teacher
Mentors Abroad, a group of Canadian volunteer-teachers
who work with a group of selected Dominican Republic
teachers to share best practice teaching methodologies,
also received support from Outreach. Our goals to help
improve students’ literacy skills and thus provide much
needed life opportunities are shared with all the
organizations we support.
We are extremely grateful to the many delegates who
attend our conference and enable EYSRA Outreach to
provide educational advantages to learners of all ages.
We hope to see you at Reading for the Love of It 2009 on
February 12th and 13th. Please come and visit us at the
Outreach table to chat and consider purchasing one of
many offerings, including our reliable and sturdy book
bags (with the heart logo). All revenue is dedicated to
our Outreach fund.

Attawapiskat Teachers, P.D. for First Nations Educators
Elephant Thoughts, National & Intr’l
East York Learning Experience
Family Residence, Toronto
Free the Children, Kenya
Frontier College
Jessie’s Centre for Teenagers
Jewish Immigrant Aid Services
Literature for Life
Matthew House, Toronto
Northwoods Community Centre Homework Club,
Toronto
ORT, Downsview Mediation Centre
ORT, Kadoorie School, Israel
Riverton Family Centre, Jamaica
Rosalie Hall, Toronto
Roycroft Motel, Toronto
San Pancho School and Community, Mexico
St. Felix Reading Club, Toronto
St. Gaspar Elementary School, Tanzania
Teacher Mentors Abroad
Temak & Watoto, Kenya
The Toronto Centre for Community Learning and
Development

Kathy Lazarovits, Chair, Outreach Committee

The innovative St. Gaspar School has opened its doors to both boys and
girls, children of all religions and all abilities in Tanzania.
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Sincere Gratitude
Once again, students and teachers in Miyuji, Tanzania
would like to extend their sincere gratitude to the East
York-Scarborough Reading Association for their
continued support of St. Gaspar School. Now in its
second year of operation, this young and innovative
school has opened its doors to both boys and girls,
children of all religions and all abilities. It also provides
a community space for holistic learning. The school’s
Global Education curriculum is transforming the way
that the children see themselves, others and the world.
This is especially important in a region where girls are
often under-educated and HIV/AIDS orphans are
stigmatized.
One of the cornerstones of St. Gaspar’s curriculum is
the daily story time which takes place in every
classroom. The international collection of children’s
literature is thoughtfully selected to reflect our
interconnectedness and the struggles and joys that we all
face around the world. With that in mind, we at St.
Gaspar School, thank you for your commitment to
international solidarity and the old African proverb that
“It takes a village to raise a child”.
Jemille Chu-Morrison,
York Catholic District School Board, Secondary Teacher
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ach year, our Association honours exceptional contributions by teachers in the field of
literacy. Presentations are made at the annual awards banquet in February. Strong
consideration is given to nominees who have attended conferences and workshops
sponsored by our Association.To qualify for this prestigious award the candidate should:
have a history of sharing literacy expertise through workshops, seminars, mentoring, etc.
have demonstrated a lasting influence on students through innovative teaching
teach in either the T.D.S.B. or the T.C.D.S.B.
be nominated by two different sources

A new, easy-to-complete form can be found on our website. Nominations will be accepted
until 5 p.m. on Monday, December 8, 2008. (See sending options above right.)
Lise Hawkins, Chair, Awards Committee and Past President
HOW MANY OF THESE TERRIF IC PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS C AN YOU IDENTIFY?

(left to right) David Lomax, Robert L. Borden BTI – 2006; Bonita Latchman, Marshall McLuhan Catholic Secondary – 2006; Elizabeth Arkwright, Selwyn P.S. – 2007;
Violet Lippi, St. Conrad Catholic School – 2007; Johanna Nieuwkerk, Earl Haig Secondary School – 2008; Deanna Giffen, St. Bruno Catholic School – 2008

Celebrating . . . – from page 1
Once again, we invite
you to join thousands of
educators, to hear awardwinning speakers; attend
idea-packed sessions; and
share best practices. Many
thanks to Programme
Chair Tony Petitti, who,
along with a hard-working
committee, have put
together an engaging lineup of speakers including
favourites such as Debbie
Miller, Deborah Ellis
and Barbara Reid. We
welcome, new to our
conference, banquet
speaker Roy MacGregor.

Vangie Kalanderopoulos,
President
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Sheraton Hotel, February 12th –13th
How to register
1) Online with Visa or Mastercard at
www.readingfortheloveofit.com
2) Mail your completed form with a cheque to
EYS Reading Association,
1315 Lawrence Avenue East, #309, Toronto,
ON M3A 3R3
Why delay? Register today!

We are committed to improving the
quality of literacy instruction and
encouraging the development of a
lifelong interest in reading.
Board of Directors 2008 – 2009
Toronto Catholic
District School Board
Deborah Chisholm
Michael Francone
Teresa Paoli
Tony Petitti
Margaret Talbot
Toronto District
School Board
Marguerite Campbell
Lise Hawkins
Vangie Kalanderopoulos
Kathy Lazarovits
Carol Munro

40811617
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RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

WA N T E D

East York - Scarborough
Reading Association
1315 Lawrence Avenue East
Suite 309
Toronto, Ontario M3A 3R3
416-444-7473
Fax: 416-444-9282
E-mail:eys@readingfortheloveofit.com
www.readingfortheloveofit.com

HOW MANY OF THESE TERRIFIC PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS C AN YOU IDENTIFY?

(left to right) David Lomax, Robert L. Borden BTI – 2006; Bonita Latchman, Marshall McLuhan Catholic Secondary – 2006; Elizabeth Arkwright, Selwyn P.S. – 2007;
Violet Lippi, St. Conrad Catholic School – 2007; Johanna Nieuwkerk, Earl Haig Secondary School – 2008; Deanna Giffen, St. Bruno Catholic School – 2008

