
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear friends and supporters of Reading 
for the Love of It,
 We hope that you and your loved 
ones are continuing to stay safe during 
these challenging times. We know that as 
educators, whether you are in school or 
teaching in a virtual world, you are work-
ing in unprecedented conditions, trying 
to maintain a standard of education with significantly 
altered resources and expectations. As volunteer organ-
izers of this association and teachers ourselves, we are 
very cognizant of the immense pressures you face daily 
and the feelings of enormous stress you have been under 
since schools reopened.
 As we work our way through the third wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the East York-Scarborough (EYS) 
Reading Association has changed its course to match the 
needs of our intended Reading for the Love of It (RFT-
LOI) participants. Making the decision to cancel the 
in-person 2021 conference in what should have been its 
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Teaching in a 
Virtual Classroom
Lifelong learner, multi-tasker, problem-solver, program 
coordinator, entertainer, and now add, coder, tech sup-
port, IT support, and administrator. These are just some 
of the qualities and positions Virtual Teachers possess! 
No matter the amount of years you have been teaching 
(from this year being your first or twenty-first) this 2020-
2021 school year has definitely been like no other. No 
matter whether you are a virtual or in-person educator, 
teaching in a pandemic has made us re-learn teaching 
once more! Here are some tips and tricks to teaching in 
a virtual classroom.

ELP – Kayla Featherstone, 
TCDSB
One of the first virtual edu-
cating curves I encountered 
was teaching children how to 
use Zoom controls and tools. 
We began by learning how to 
mute/unmute microphones. 
I used visual cards as support 
and created virtual classroom 
motivators like happy fingers 
and virtual high-fives. Stu-

dents in my virtual classroom enjoy “Show and Share.” 
It is a great ice-breaker for all of us to learn more about 
one another and each other’s interests. We also have 
“Fun Fridays” where we invite guests into our virtual 
classroom to extend the learning experience.

continued on page 3...
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45th year was a difficult one for all of us. We held on to 
hope until the obvious decision was clear. We knew in 
our hearts that what we offer you, our delegates, cannot 
be recreated virtually. Our conference does not just offer 
professional development. Reading for the Love of It is an 
experience!
 The EYS Reading Association wants to continue 
being there for you with reminders of why we are here 
and how we are lifelong learners. In keeping with our 
mission statement, and through our commitment “to 
improving the quality of literacy instruction and encour-
aging the development of a lifelong interest in reading,” 

we have offered many special events and surprise guests 
throughout the year. We are so pleased that so many of 
you have tuned in to see our guest speakers. Please keep 
an eye on our social media platforms for more to come.
 The EYS Reading Association looks forward to our 
in-person Reading for the Love of It conference in 2022. 
We wish you all the best in the last few weeks of the 
2020-2021 school year.

Denise Canning
President, EYSRA

President’s Message continued from page 1...

Sir Ken Robinson once said, “This 
isn’t what I do, this is who I am. This 
defines me. When I do this, I feel I 
am at my most natural and authen-
tic self.” What I am is a lifelong 
learner. I naturally gravitated to the 
Virtual Learning opportunity and 
was eager to apply and work collab-
oratively with students in the Virtual 
Learning Environment. Our class is 
composed of learners coming from 
various locations within Toronto. 
We have come together in a virtual 
setting to interact and communicate 
with each other as we work through 
the Grade eight programme.
 Andreas Schleicher, OECD Edu-
cation Directorate says, “Rather than 

just learning to read, 21st century 
literacy is about reading to learn 
and developing that capacity and 
motivation to identify, understand, 
interpret, create, and communicate 
knowledge.” If we are to learn the 
skills of the 21st century, then the vir-
tual learning platform is another tool 
with which to enable the learning 
capacities: creativity, collaboration, 
critical thinking, and communica-
tion to grow, to be applied, and to 
transfer knowledge as we solve real-
time problems. These are the skills 
necessary for the future of our stu-
dents and are inherent within the 
platform. In this way, the challenges 
within the VLE can be viewed as 

real-time minor glitches, intrinsic to 
the process of learning.
 I am thoroughly enjoying the role 
that I play in the virtual learning 
environment. Students are engaged 
in learning, interruptions are lim-
ited to Internet connections, PDF 
lessons and activities are posted so 
that students have 24 hours per day 
and 7 days a week access. Addition-
ally, editing and correction of writ-
ten work can occur in real time on 
the document, which leads to many 
‘aha’ and teachable moments.
 Since the students are almost 
always online, they have direct 
access to online primary and sec-
ondary resources, dictionary, and 
thesaurus and this saves time, as 
compared to traditional writing, 
using a pen and paper. Teachers, 
parents, and students have mul-
tiple venues for communication 
with each other including access to 
email, the stream, the meeting chat 
room, and the private chats in docu-
ments and this equates to immedi-
ate two-way feedback. The virtual 
online experience has truly been a 
satisfying and a welcomed learning 
experience, one in which I would 
not hesitate to do again.

Article by 
Kelly McGregor 
St. Anne’s Catholic Academy 
School of Virtual Learning 
Grade 8 Section 01

The Virtual Learning Platform – 
Real World Benefits

Teachers venturing into a virtual learning environment, as demonstrated above, can mix up ways to 
engage students during online classroom sessions.
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Primary – Kate Jarencio, TCDSB
Staring at a screen all day is tough as adults, so our stu-
dents need a variety of visual stimulants in 
combina-tion with tactile and physical activities. 
Teacher Bitmojis have taken over the virtual 
classroom! For my weekly homework board, each 
week is a new Bitmoji of me in a seasonal costume 
with the Google Slides background colours changing 
each week! This adds a little spice to homework 
versus looking at a white Google Slide over and over 
again.

Primary – Stefanie Lenzo, TCDSB
This daily online morning exercise is one I do with my 
students while they are waiting for their peers to log on. 
Students pick which Bitmoji number they are feeling 
that day through the chat box. A 10-minute timer is set 
for this activity. When the timer rings, I pick 3 students to 
express what number they are feeling. This activity cre-
ates a sense of community within our virtual classroom. 
It is a fantastic way to start off the morning!

Junior/Intermediate – Joyce Reich, TCDSB
As a virtual teacher for older students, my goal is to 
ensure that students are engaged and having fun regard-
less of the platform they are using to learn. Digital tools 
such as Jamboard and breakout rooms allow students 
to collaborate with one another while they are learning. 
They are able to feel and build a sense of community 
with their classmates despite the fact that they are inter-
acting with one another through a computer screen. 
As well, I use websites such as KnowledgeHook and 
Kahoot to help students review concepts we are learning 
about in class. Rather than simple worksheets, students 
are able to practise important skills and master concepts 
in an enjoyable way!

Conclusion
Through it all, the most significant lesson that we are 
re-learning through this virtual teaching journey is the 
importance of self-care. As educators, we always put our 
students first, but the pandemic teaching “burnout” is 
very real! It may have taken us some time to readjust to 
this new learning environment, but we are finally figur-
ing it out. The self-care advice we all need to take: take 
off-screen breaks, engage in physical activity, get out-
side, connect with teaching communities (online/in per-
son), and dedicate one weekend day to anything other 
than school! Remember... we are teachers, we can get 
through anything!

Teaching in a Virtual Classroom continued from page 1...
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Google Doesn’t Work for Everything! 
Why the Current School System Doesn’t Serve Us 
and What we can Do about It
•  (Part 1:  Consider)
•  (Part 2:  The Learning Potential Scale)
•  (Part 3:  The Cause Model)
•  (Part 4:  A Solution Model)

•  Essential Workers: Think about Social Class Inequity 
and Education

•  7 Mindset Tools for Teachers Right Now
•  You Can Make an Impact
•  Racism – Insights from my Friend (Part 1) 
•  Racism – Insights from my Friend (Part 2)
•  Supporting One Another
•  Building a Culture of Connectedness
•  Communicating Empathy is Essential
•  Empathy Training and SEL, the Keys to Thriving
•  Creating a Safe Learning Environment with Your Class
•  Make Well-being Your Focus this Year
•  7 Steps to Teach Responsibility
•  Building Tools in Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)
•  SEL Skill Development through Story
•  Encouraging Student Voice in the Classroom
•  Teaching Social and Emotional Learning with Higher 

Level Thinking
•  How do we Support Students who Lose Control?
•  Prince Philip Gave Me the Confidence to Make a 

Difference

Resources:
Deep Learning at Home Video Series for children:  free 
during Covid, fun 20-minute SEL lessons for children with 
activities extending beyond screen time; great family 
discussion prompters:  Identifying Emotions, Expanding 
Emotional Vocabulary, Dealing with Emotions, 
Perspective Training and coming soon, Growth Mindset 
training.

Facebook Group:
Interested in joining a Facebook Group specifically for 
teachers and administrators in which Margaret provides 
regular free training? Join SEL for Teachers: Empowering 
Students to Learn

Foundation Program:
Interested in working with Margaret inside a program 
specifically for school staff?  Changing Life through the 
Screen:  How to Develop and Transfer a Sense of Wellbeing 
and Emotional Stability

District and School Programs available. Please contact us 
at www.creativeeducationinaction.com to set up a call.

Recommended Blogs for 
Reading for the Love of It Teachers
Past and present speaker at the Reading for 
the Love of It conference, Margaret Boersma 
prepared a reading list specific to the issues of this 
past year, to work on mindful practices that focus 
on creating well-being and focus for students and 
teachers alike.

Take the time to check out these web links:

Margaret Boersma, OCT is an instructional coach, speaker, educational 
consultant and trainer. Her varied career in 35 years of teaching, combined with 
her expertise in social/emotional learning (SEL), allows her to assimilate the 
affective domain (people skills) with academic curriculum goals. Having trained 
extensively in the arts, and with Dr. Eric Jensen in brain compatible pedagogy, 
Margaret’s heart is to transform classroom practice to enable students and 
teachers to thrive. Her innovative training programs result in students acquiring 
leadership and communication skills while becoming compassionate citizens. 
Her experience in teacher training extends to Canada, the United States, the 
Netherlands, India and New Zealand/Australia.
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As educators and readers, among the many lessons learned during the pan-
demic, is that we must protect and support local independent bookshops.
 Most every city across Canada has “indie” bookshops. There may be one 
just around the corner from your school or home. Know where they are 
located and find ways to make your book purchases with them instead of 
Amazon or the big box-style books stores. You may also find that some of 
the smaller bookshops carry some specialized publications that you cannot 
find anywhere else.
 Your local bookshop is as much about community-building as they are 
about selling books, and they have learned that through this pandemic, 
having an online presence has 
become mandatory to their sur-
vival. You can find online maps 
that highlight Canadian Indie 
bookshops, including those 
from whom you can even order 
for delivery.
 Since the EYS Reading Asso-
ciation is based in the Greater 
Toronto Area, we are happy to 
share a brief list of local shops 

 To find your local indie book-
shops in locations across Can-
ada, here are a few web links 
that you might find helpful:

•  https://www.biblio.com/ 
bookstores/canada/?gclid= 
Cj0KCQjwvr6EBhDOARI 
sAPpqUPEyHKTyfIav5sHhL5 
zrfk8Lx2M8KgCLSZXBpJJ 
mF9E9kLxXDtTX3iYa 
Au1YEALw_wcB

•  https://www.cbc.ca/news/ 
canada/edmonton/canadian 
-publisher-map-shows-book 
stores-selling-online-1.5539127

•  https://www.chatelaine.com/ 
living/independent-book 
stores-canada/#gallery/ 
best-bookstores/slide-1

•  https://www.harpercollins.ca/ 
bookstorefinder/

•  https://www.penguinrandom 
house.ca/canadian-independ 
ent-bookstores-delivery

Please remember! Independ-
ent bookshops matter. And they 
are needed now more than ever.

Article by Erica Townson, 
EYSRA

Support Your Local Independent Bookshop

A Different Booklist
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The East York-Scarborough (EYS) Reading Association is 
committed to improving the quality of literacy instruction and 
encouraging the development of a lifelong interest in reading.

In the Beginning...
In the 1960’s, a group of educators came together from two of 
the legacy Boards of the Toronto District School Board: East 
York and Scarborough, along with the Metropolitan Separate 
School Board (EY and Scarborough regions), now the Toronto 
Catholic District School Board. Their mandate was to promote 
literacy, through an affiliation with the International Reading 
Association (IRA). They established the East York-Scarbor-

ough Reading Council and held meetings and workshops 
in local schools and Board offices.
 This group of dedicated volunteers, comprised of teachers, 
consultants, administrators, superintendents, and resource 
personnel initiated a yearly program of literacy events, the 
highlight being the annual Reading for the Love of It confer-
ence.

The First Conference
The EYS Reading Council held its first annual reading con-
ference at Samuel Hearne Senior P.S. and Oakridge Jr. P.S. on 
February 14, 1975. It was expected that 750 teachers would 
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IN THE BEGINNING...
In the 1960’s, a group of educators came together from two 
of the legacy Boards of the Toronto District School Board: 
East York and Scarborough, along with the Metropolitan 
Separate School Board (EY and Scarborough regions), now 
the Toronto Catholic District School Board. Their mandate 
was to promote literacy, through an affiliation with the 
International Reading Association (IRA). They established 
the East York - Scarborough Reading Council and held 
meetings and workshops in local schools and Board offices.

This group of dedicated volunteers comprised of teachers, 
consultants, administrators, superintendents and resource 
personnel initiated a yearly program of literacy events, the 
highlight being the annual Reading for the Love of It conference.

Michele Landsberg was a keynote in 1987 after which she entitled this American edition of her book after the name of 
our conference, as highlighted in the acknowledgements.

In 1995 Outreach was established offering items for sale to raise funds for the last 20 years in 
support of local, national and international organizations involved in worthy literacy endeavours. 
Assisting adult literacy groups, sponsoring Faculty of Education students, supporting book 
programs for daycares, building schools in Africa and providing programs to inform parents 
about literacy development are examples of our commitment to making a difference.

1999 Programme

“When we were young!”
Jennifer Baker, (left) administrative 
assistant, and Mary Wilson, 
(right) executive administrator, 
longtime conference organizers 
until 2010 (photo circa 2003)

2002 Programme

Craig Keilburger, keynote speaker at the 2006 conference

Keynote speaker at the 2007 conference, Justin Trudeau, 
pictured with association executive Kathy Lazarovits

A stroll through the extensive exhibitors’ displays includes a 
chance to buy some books and meet publishers, book sellers, 
authors, illustrators and storytellers.

Inspiring keynote, Patricia Polacco, 
at the 2010 conference

The Right Honorable Adrienne Clarkson 
poses with a delegate at a book signing 
following her 2013 keynote presentation

Speaking of Reading, our twice annually published 
newsletter, celebrates 30 years in circulation

40 years on, the East York-Scarborough Reading Association, 
continues to host the largest literacy conference in Canada.

Stephen Lewis speaks to a sold out 
crowd at the 2010 Banquet
“I actually spoke at this conference a legion of 
decades ago ... although I have not felt as au 
courant with the themes of the conference as 
might have been the case in the past ... I feel 
tremendously reassured by the encyclopedic 
nature of your program which is surely an 
astonishing compendium.” - Stephen Lewis

Packed educational sessions at the 
at the Westin Harbour Castle

THE FIRST 
CONFERENCE
The East York - Scarborough Reading Council held its first 
annual reading conference at Samuel Hearne Senior P. S. and 
Oakridge Jr. P. S. on February 14, 1975. It was expected that 
750 teachers would attend the one-day event on a designated 
professional activity day. There were five large group sessions 
and 33 small group workshops and Reading for the Love of It 
was born. Reading awards were given out to teachers and staff 
who had demonstrated leadership in the field of reading. Since 
1975 the conference has been held annually with the exception 
of 1988 when the IRA Convention was held in Toronto in 
May of that year and we chose to combine our efforts.

Longtime members of the association executive 
planning for the conference in the 1990s.

Inspirational speaker Donald Graves was one of the most 
influential voices at our conference.

He revolutionized writing instruction and is considered the 
“father” of Writer’s Workshop.

Shelley Harwayne,  
luncheon speaker

Mem Fox,  
banquet speaker

2008 Programme

Lawrence Hill, luncheon speaker in 
2011, provides historical context to 
his landmark novel, Book of Negroes. 

Reading for the Love of It introduces media 
literacy sessions that include film screenings

Our current executive administrator,  
Erica Townson (left), pictured with banquet 
speaker Wayson Choy (right) in 2014

2015 keynote speaker Author Richard Wagamese, shares 
his incredible journey with books and the ‘book people’  
who helped him along the way.

1993 keynote speaker Peter Mansbridge – Bridges to Literacy

John Ryckman, Founder of Reading for the Love of It

1975 Programme

1996 IRA Award of Recognition

T’S A BRISK DAY IN NOVEMBER AND THE SUN IS SHINING
as we make our way down the trail. Dry leaves crunch under our boots
while the sound of rushing water is heard up ahead. Adventure is in the
air. Amina and Mohammed run ahead to the riverbank and when the

rest of the group catches up I hear them debating whether the animal tracks
they found were left by a wolf, a coyote, or someone’s dog out for a walk. 
I’m at Rouge Park with members of the EcoClub of Lester B. Pearson C.I. in
Scarborough. On this, our first outing, I’m hoping that the experience will
show this group of teens a reason to care about the environment.

There is a growing wealth of resources that are designed to help teachers
support the development of environmental literacy in their students. But until
we can help young people develop an appreciation of how our lives depend
on the environment and how our actions, in turn, impact its health, all of the
educational resources we have will not make a personal connection with our
students. If we can help our students to see themselves as an integral part of
the environment and therefore to recognize both their interdependence and
their responsibility, then we can begin to see environmental literacy as some-
thing more than a curricular objective and instead as a way of living respon-
sibly in our world. One way to begin this process is to create opportunities for
young people to experience their natural environment and to create their own
personal connections with nature. 

In Toronto we’re fortunate to have Rouge Park which is currently under de-
velopment to become Canada’s first urban national park. At more than 45 km2

(or 14,000 acres) Rouge
Park provides a living ex-
ample of impressive biodi-
versity with over 1,000
different species of flora
and fauna, including rare
and vulnerable species of
plants, birds and fish.1

Within its boundaries one can
find lakeshore marshes, river-
side meadows, and forests of
oak, pine and maple. It is also 
a site that represents over
10,000 years of human history,
a place where Palaeolithic no-
mads hunted caribou, where

Speaking of Reading
PRESIDENT ’S  MESSAGE

Spring, 2013
IT WAS A PLEASURE
to welcome over
3000 delegates from
across Canada and
beyond to our 37th
annual Reading for
the Love of It. Once
again, our conference
was a great success. Our delegates
and presenters often say that their
most enduring memory of this con-
ference is not simply its size, but
rather the breadth and depth of pro-
fessional learning offered and the
spirit and energy of Reading for the Love
of It. The excitement was palpable
while wandering through the con-
ference floor or watching, on opening
morning, while the Sheraton Centre
came to life as hundreds of teachers
poured through the front doors. The
enthusiasm and energy of our dele-
gates animated the space and in
every corner teachers were immersed
in great conversation and in great
learning. Reading for the Love of It
2013 was quite simply invigorating.

SPRING 2013

I

continued on page 2...

continued on page 2...

LITERACY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Creating Connections for 
Environmental Literacy
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3 Learning to Connect the Dots:

Developing Children’s Systems
Literacy
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6 Changing Attitudes Through
Eco Literacy
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8 Great Summer Reading 2013

8 2013 Reading Teacher of the Year
Award Winners

For more great articles go to www.readingfortheloveofit.com

Students 
connecting
with the 
environment

THURSDAY SPECIAL
OPENING PRESENTATION

The Wexford Gleeks and
Michael “Pinball” Clemons

WAB KINEW
THURSDAY LUNCHEON KEYNOTE

ANN-MARIE MACDONALD
THURSDAY BANQUET KEYNOTE

ANTHONY DE SA
FRIDAY LUNCHEON KEYNOTE

KENNETH OPPEL
FRIDAY BREAKFAST KEYNOTE
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Programme

2016 Annual Language
Arts Conference

Thursday, February 18th & Friday, February 19th

Sheraton Centre Hotel, Toronto, Ontario

1998 Programme

36th Annual 
Language Arts Conference

2012

PAULETTE BOURGEOIS
THURSDAY BREAKFAST SPEAKER

WES “MAESTRO” WILLIAMS
THURSDAY LUNCHEON SPEAKER

ERIN GRUWELL
FRIDAY LUNCHEON SPEAKER

KATHRYN OTOSHI
FRIDAY BREAKFAST SPEAKER

JOSEPH BOYDEN
THURSDAY BANQUET SPEAKER

Returning favourites include:
Janet Allen, Mary Bigler,

David Booth, Gail Boushey and
Joan Moser (The 2 Sisters),
Lori Jamison, Penny Kittle,

Tony Stead, Sharon Taberski,
Jeffrey Wilhelm, and

Mélanie Watt.

www.readingfortheloveofit.com

MEDIA LITERACY
NEW IN 2012! Film Screenings

Thursday, February 9th 

and Friday, February 10th

Sheraton Centre Hotel
123 Queen Street West
Toronto, Ontario

1990 Programme

The East York-Scarborough Reading Association Inc. 
takes great pleasure in presenting the

TO

 This Teacher
For leadership in the field of literacy

DATE PRESIDENT
   February 18, 2016

The East York - Scarborough Reading Association is committed to improving the quality of literacy
instruction and encouraging the development of a lifelong interest in reading.

In keeping with our goal of helping to invoke a love of reading with children of all ages, each year we bestow an 
Annual Reading Award that recognizes outstanding educators who have made exceptional contributions in the
field of literacy.

Hosted by the East York-Scarborough               Association

40 YEARS OF

Did You Know? attend the one-day event on a designated professional activity 
day. There were five large group sessions and 33 small group 
workshops. Reading for the Love of It was born. Reading awards 
were given to teachers and staff who had demonstrated 
leadership in the field of reading. The annual conference has 
been held every year since 1975, apart from 1988 when the 
International Reading Association Convention was held in 
Toronto in May of that year and we chose to combine our 
efforts, and this year, 2021, due to the global pandemic.
 2021 would have marked the 45th anniversary for the 
conference.
 The Conference has grown from a few hundred local dele-
gates to upwards of 4,000 delegates from across the country, 
making it the largest literacy conference in Canada. Reading 
for the Love of It is hosted at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown 
Toronto.

How is the Association organized today?
The EYS Reading Association became incorporated in 1989 
as a non-profit organization. Again, our mandate is a com-
mitment to furthering the goals of literacy education, by 
improving the quality of literacy instruction and encouraging 
a lifelong love of reading.
 The Association is comprised of volunteer educators drawn 
from the Toronto Catholic District School Board and the 
Toronto District School Board who meet monthly, in addition 
to other sub-committees that oversee the variety of activities 
conducted by the association including the annual confer-
ence, twice annual newsletter, and Outreach efforts to sup-
port local, national, and international literacy-based charities.

Now you know!

Article by Erica Townson, EYSRA

Since our 40th anniversary, 
celebrated in 2016, we 
continued to host some 
amazing authors and literacy 
experts. You can check out 
the programme listings at the 
following web link:

http://readingfortheloveofit.
com/program.html

We can’t wait to share with you 
the amazing list of Keynotes and 
Faculty of Workshop Speakers 
for 2022. Stay tuned for details 
soon!
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At the beginning of 
2021, the EYS Reading 
Association social 
media feeds were full of 
memories from attending 
the annual Reading for 
the Love of It conference, 
which sadly had to be 
cancelled this year.
 Our sights are now 
set on February 24th 
and 25th, 2022. We 
will be returning to 
the newly renovated 
Sheraton Centre Hotel in 
downtown Toronto for an 
in-person conference and 
trade show once more!

“Hope to be there in person next year” 
– Christine D Mo

“Thank you for all you do! See
you next year!” – Anne Beamish of 
Marymount Academy in Montreal, 
Québec.

We Missed #RFTLOI 2021!

See You At #RFTLOI 2022!
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On December 10, 2020, the EYS Reading 
Association was pleased to launch an 
adapted initiative to provide educational 
opportunities for educators from coast-to-
coast-to-coast, offering complementary 
webinars over a number of months by 
celebrated authors and literacy experts 
affiliated with the Reading for the Love of It 
(RFTLOI) conference.
 Our goal was to stand by our mandate of 
improving the quality of literacy instruction 
whilst encouraging the development of a 
lifelong interest in reading.
 We wish to acknowledge the authors who 
generously gifted their time to give back 
to teachers with presentations that were 
creative, informative, sensitive, and fun.
 We hope that the teachers who 
participated in both the live webinars, and 
those who visited our YouTube channel 
for the recorded versions, enjoyed these 
opportunities.

Article by Erica Townson, EYSRA

presents…

Barbara Reid

David A Robertson

Kevin Sylvester

Larry Swartz

Kenneth Oppel

Adrienne Gear
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One of the most exciting aspects of attending the Reading for the Love 
of It (RFTLOI) conference is visiting the exhibitors’ display. RFTLOI 
would not be the same at all without the support and presence of all 
the amazing publishers, bookshops, and literacy & learning experts 
who participate every year.
 Thousands of educators wander through the exhibit booths, look-
ing forward to meeting publishers, book sellers, authors, illustrators, 
and storytellers, while buying some learning tools and books, and 
having them autographed. All in one place for two days!

We would like to acknowledge and recognize those organizations, 

all of whom have struggled this past year with the lockdowns, clos-
ures, purchasing cutbacks and minimized visibility, both at their places 
of business and at conferences like ours.
 These literary organizations enhance the in-person experience for 
teachers who attend the Reading for the Love of It conference. We look 
forward to continuing our relationship with them, profiling them in 
conjunction with our conference, and bringing teachers to visit them 
and make purchases at their RFTLOI booths.

Article by Erica Townson, EYSRA

Literacy Experts at 

•  @studentAsim
•  A Different Booklist
•  Adventure Press
•  Amnesty International Canada
•  Annick Press
•  Another Story Bookshop
•  Arts Express
•  Ayn Rand Institute of Canada
•  Bacon & Hughes
•  Blueberry Hill Books
•  Bound2Learn
•  Brain Space Publishing
•  Brault & Bouthillier
•  Canadian Children’s Book Centre
•  Canadian Heritage
•  Canadian Manda Group
•  Capstone
•  Carr McLean Ltd
•  Character Powers
•  Chalkboard Publishing
•  Chenelière Éducation
•  Crabtree Publishing Company
•  Crayola Canada
•  CrossCan Educational Services
•  Curriculum Plus Publishing
•  DC Canada Education Publishing
•  Delmore “Buddy” Daye Learning Institute
•  Electric Moon Theatre Company
•  Ella Minnow Children’s Bookstore
•  Empowering Minds
•  Eyewords Inc
•  First Book Canada
•  Fitzhenry & Whiteside
•  GoodMinds.com
•  Groundwood Books
•  Hackergal
•  Harbourfront Centre

•  HarperCollins Canada
•  Hearts and Minds Matter
•  High Interest Publishing Inc
•  Hoot Reading
•  Inhabit Education
•  Inquiry Adventures
•  International Dyslexia Association- Ontario 

Branch (ONBIDA)
•  James Lorimer & Company Ltd.
•  JUMP Math
•  Kids Can Press
•  laLa wellness and Love to Be Publications
•  LD@school/TA@l’école
•  Learning A-Z
•  Learning Tree Educational Store Inc.
•  Let’s Talk Science
•  Literacy Lane
•  Literary Press Group
•  Louise Kool & Galt Ltd.
•  Mabel’s Fables Bookstore
•  Marathon Learning Materials Ltd.
•  Medicine Wheel Education
•  Mirvish Productions
•  MosaicWorks.ca
•  MS Society of Canada/MS Read-A-Thon
•  Nelson Education
•  Ontario Book Publishers Organization/49th 

Teachers
•  Ooka Island
•  Orca Book Publishers
•  OverDrive Education
•  Oxford University Press
•  Owlkids
•  Pajama Press
•  Peanut Butter Press
•  Pearson Canada
•  Pembroke Publishers

•  Penguin Random House Canada
•  Perma-Bound Canada
•  Plan International Canada
•  Portage & Main Press
•  Quality Classrooms
•  Raven Venture Books
•  Reading Gym
•  REEL CANADA
•  RK Publishing
•  Rotary Club of Willowdale
•  Rubicon Publishing Inc
•  Ruth Rumack’s Learning Space
•  Saunders Book Company
•  Scanning Pens Corp
•  Scholar’s Choice
•  Scholastic Book Clubs
•  Scholastic Education Canada
•  Scholastic Reading Canada
•  Search Associates Canada Inc.
•  Simon & Schuster Canada
•  Sonsuh Educational Supplies Inc.
•  Sound Readers
•  Spectrum Educational Supplies
•  Stratford Festival
•  The Rumie Initative
•  The Secret Mountain
•  Tinlids Inc.
•  Tiny Woman Wordshop
•  Townsend Press
•  Tree House Press
•  TVO
•  University of Toronto Press
•  Usborne Books at Home
•  YouAreSpecial.com
•  Wave Learning Solutions
•  Wintergreen
•  Young People’s Theatre

Reading for the Love of It Exhibitors who have supported our organization over the years. Web links included. 
Pay their sites a visit and find out what is new!

Shopping in the exhibits’ display area

Pete the Cat visits the exhibitors’ display area

Book Signing with Barbara Reid

Shopping in the exhibits’ display area

We are here! How do we get to all these publishers and 
booksellers?
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Calling all Teacher Candidates & Retired Teachers:

Volunteer Hosts needed for 

The East York-Scarborough (EYS) Reading Association is now busy planning the 
2022 Reading for the Love of It conference which will be held on 

Thursday, February 24th and Friday, February 25th, 2022, at 
the Sheraton Centre Hotel in downtown Toronto.

As we continue to plan next year’s conference, we are seeking 
Teacher Candidates and Retired Teachers who would be interested 

in volunteering as hosts at the 2022 conference. Volunteer hosts will have 
the unique opportunity to introduce and thank our guest workshop session 
speakers, oversee and limit room capacity, as well as distribute and collect 

feedback forms. Prior to or following volunteer assignments, hosts will be able 
to attend sessions offered at the conference AND visit the Publishers Display.

If you are interested in this unique volunteer opportunity, please contact 
Rebecca Toombs and Stephanie Shore at hosts4reading@gmail.com 

for more information. Volunteer hosts will be needed on either or both days 
of the conference.

We hope you can join us for what is sure to be 
another fantastic and inspiring conference!  

EYSRA Executive Members
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During the pandemic, The Sheraton Centre Hotel 
in downtown Toronto, managed by Marriott Inter-
national, officially closed its doors, but took advantage 
of that time to conduct some pretty amazing 
renovations to its main entrance areas and lobby.  
Re-opening in the fall of 2021, guests will be greeted 
with a new and modernized look.
 Furthermore, Marriott Inter-
national has implemented a new 
Meetings & Events initiative called 
Connect with Confidence. This 
initiative highlights their new 
meeting and event protocols at 
their hotels around the world and 
is based on 5 key pillars:
•  Commitment to Clean: 

enhanced cleaning 
protocols throughout 
the hotel, including 
public spaces, guest 
rooms and meeting 
spaces.

•  Contact Lite Experi-
ence: leveraging
technology to give
attendees the choice
on how to interact
with hotel associates.

•  Hybrid Meetings: providing options with technology
and AV partners that enable meeting planners custom
solutions to best suit their needs.

•  Physical Distancing: reimagining spaces to enable
more distance in accordance with best practices and
local guidelines.

•  Redesigned Food & Beverage: offering a wide var-
iety of food & beverage options including prepack-
aged, grab & go and plated service.

 This initiative was announced via a Press Release on 
August 11, 2020 at the following web link:
https://news.marriott.com/news/2020/08/11/marriott-inter-
national-introduces-new-content-on-digital-platform-for-
meetings-events

“Our Commitment to Clean is guiding everything 
from how we keep our guests and 
associates safe to how we begin to 
welcome back event and meetings 
business,” said Ray Bennett, Chief 
Global Officer, Global Operations, 
Marriott International and Chair 
of the Marriott Global Cleanliness 
Council. “Our Global Cleanliness 
Council is working with us to 
tackle the realities of the COVID-

19 pandemic and what 
that means for an event 
or meeting at a hotel. 
Having experts in the 
area of hygiene, food 
safety, infectious disease, 
and infection prevention 
has been enormously 
beneficial in helping us 
think through every-
thing we can do to sup-

port organizations as they begin to envision, plan and 
execute future meetings and events of all sizes.”
 We are very pleased with the Sheraton Hotel initia-
tives. Knowing that their meeting and event protocols 
will be applied to Reading for the Love of It 2022 provides 
all of us with a sense of security and comfort.

Article by Erica Townson, EYSRA

Sheraton Centre – Conference Hotel Update

Queen Street West Entrance.

Sheraton New Lobby. Lobby Bar.
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The Gift of Literacy
The Giuseppe Budaci Literacy 
Bursary, in the amount of CAD$300, 
was established in the memory 
of Giuseppe (Joe) 
Budaci, father to Isabella 
Giuseppe, a teacher and 
volunteer host for many 
years at the Reading 
for the Love of It annual 
conference. 

“A proud and 
honourable man, 
Giuseppe immigrated to Canada 
like so many others with the hope 
and the dream of providing a 
better future for his young family. 
Because of Giuseppe’s endearing 
and charismatic qualities, anyone 
who met Giuseppe was instantly 
drawn to him.  A loving, dedicated, 
and generous man, Giuseppe was 
the happiest when he was able to 
share a glass of wine or food with 
his cherished family and close 
friends.
 “Like so many others from his 
generation, Giuseppe was not 
afforded the opportunity of an 
education. At the tender age of 
seven he was withdrawn from 
school to work on a farm to help 
support a family of ten, which was 
not uncommon for that time. The 
GREATEST regret in his life was the 
inability to read, due to no fault of 
his own.
 “No challenge proved 
insurmountable for Giuseppe. 
He was a prisoner in World War II 
and was fortunate to survive and 
rebuild his life. And later, when 
he was injured in a construction 
accident and left partially disabled, 
he was left with no choice but 
to learn a new trade to support 
his family. Time and time again, 
the company went bankrupt yet, 
undeterred, he would start all over 
again.
 “The loss of his beloved 
wife, Constance, proved to be 
heartbreaking, but he continued 
to strive to overcome and deal 

with this great loss. Through 
his tenacious endeavours and 
hard work, he was overjoyed 

when he was able to 
acknowledge with pride 
and humility, his children’s 
achievements afforded to 
them through education.
 “The hope with this 
bursary was to recognize, 
honour, and pay tribute 
to a man who loved 
life and recognized the 

importance of an education and 
the precious gift of reading.” *

Isabella’s wish was to aid someone 
in achieving their lifelong dreams 
and hopes through the gift of 
literacy.

This wish was recently granted as 
the bursary was awarded to Iqbal 
Ahmad.  Iqbal is a Yazidi refugee 
from Iraq. She is an intelligent, 
lovely, motivated, 14-year-old 

who was nominated by Faheema 
Qaaydi, her settlement worker at 
JIAS Toronto.

With this bursary, Iqbal was able 
to purchase resources such as 
books, workbooks, apps, and other 
resources that will improve her 
skills in reading and writing.

It is an incredible comfort to 
Isabella that Giuseppe Budaci’s 
legacy will help to build Iqbal’s 
literacy dreams!

Written by Erica Townson, EYSRA 
*  Isabella Budaci, Teacher, 

Volunteer Host at
Reading for the Love of It

Giuseppe (Joe) Budaci

Iqbal Ahmad Faheema Qaaydi

OUTREACH 2020-2021
Outreach is the EYS Reading Association’s 
effort to reach out to charitable organizations 
involved in worthy literacy endeavours. With 
your donations via our 2020/2021 webinar series, 
you can help us provide for local, national, and 
international literacy-based programs

LOCAL

The Children’s Book Bank 
provides free books and 

literacy support to children 
and families in high need 

neighbourhoods across the 
GTA. The Book Bank also 

provides books and literacy 
materials through community 

centres, schools, health 
clinics and social agencies 
throughout the city. Our 
donation supports these 

efforts. Book donations are 
also welcome!

NATIONAL

Founded by Inuit singer/
songwriter Susan Aglukark, The 
Arctic Rose Foundation instills 
hope for Northern Inuit, First 
Nations and Metis children, 

youth and their families through 
the creation of physically, 

emotionally, mentally, culturally 
safe places and the provision of 

holistic, adaptable programming 
that engages, nurtures and 

supports them in healthy and 
meaningful ways. Our donation 

supports the Messy Book 
Program, the Youth Leadership & 

Mentor Program, and the 
(Kamajiit) Program.

INTERNATIONAL

The Free Reading Program 
provides free online 

Foundations to Level 6 
Reading, Language & 

Grammar programs that 
kids love. This year we will 

be supporting literacy 
programs in Athens, Greece. 
Our donation supports the 
purchase of dual- language 
books for displaced children 

and their families.

Thank you for sharing our commitment to making a difference for 
the charitable organizations we are supporting in 2020-2021!
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“Middle-grade fiction refers to books written for 
readers between the ages of 8 and 12, while young 
adult fiction refers to books written for readers 
roughly between the ages of 12 and 18. The terms 
reflect the reading level, world view, thematic inter-
ests, and maturity of readers.”
Written by MasterClass
 Middle grade readers need a wide assortment 
of classic and contemporary fiction and nonfiction 
page-turners. These books are generally shorter 
than Young Adult to account for younger children’s 
shorter attention spans. Although they don’t neces-
sarily shy away from tough subjects, they generally 
avoid the graphic depiction of them.
 Finding engaging and age-appropriate books 
for middle grade readers is not easy. They need a 
wide assortment of classic and contemporary fic-
tion and non-fiction “page-turners” to keep them 
engaged. Ideally the options should cover issues 
that students can relate to as they transition from 
elementary to middle school.
 Here is our inside look at a list of book titles for 
your consideration.

Article by Tanya Reilly-Primaylon, EYSRA

Must Read Books 
for Grades 7-9

Bloom 
by Kenneth Oppel 

Dear Martin 
by Nic Stone

Special Edition 2020-2021 Reads
Hamnet and Judith 
by Maggie O’Farrell 

Transcendent Kingdom 
by Yaa Gyasi 

Indians on Vacation 
by Thomas King 

Africville 
by Jeffrey Colvin 

Ridgerunner 
by Gil Adamson 

5 Little Indians 
by Michelle Good

Nothing the Same, 
Everything Haunted: The 
Ballad of Motl the Cowboy 
by Gary Barwin 

Butter Honey Pig Bread 
by Francesca Ekwuyasi

Consent 
by Annabel Lyon 

Murmur of Bees 
by Sofia Segovia

Great Reads list is compiled by Jose Molina, EYSRA

Jon Le Bon Series 
by Alex A. 

The Barren Grounds 
by David A. Robertson

Stamped (For Kids) 
by Jason Reynolds and 
Ibram X. Kendi 

Stand on the Sky 
by Erin Bow

One and Only Ivan 
by Katherine Applegate 

Word Nerd 
by Susin Nielsen

13



East York-Scarborough Reading Association 
1315 Lawrence Ave. East, Unit 309, 

Toronto, Ontario M3A 3R3 
Tel: 416-444-7473 •  Fax: 416-444-9282 

E-mail: eys@readingfortheloveofit.com 
Web: www.readingfortheloveofit.com

We are committed to improving the quality of 
literacy instruction and encouraging the development 

of a lifelong interest in reading.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020-2021

Toronto Catholic District School Board 
Denise Canning, Michael Francone, Marisa Liscio, 

Teresa Paoli, Brenda Stewart
Toronto District School Board 

Liz Blake, Marguerite Campbell, Lise Hawkins, 
Vangie Kalanderopoulos, Kathy Lazarovits

Executive (2020 - 2021):  
Front row (left to right): Erica Townson, Rebecca Toombs, 
Kathy Lazarovits, Jose Molina, Denise Canning, Liz Blake, 

Natasha Serba, Mike Francone, Joan Barrett; 
Middle row (left to right): Brenda Stewart (retired), 

Stephanie Shore (retired), David McMullan, Vangie Kalanderopoulos, 
Kishauna Evans-Blissett, Nora Lovgren, Marisa Liscio, 

Joyce Dolmer (retired); 
Top row (left to right: Kelly Manning, Jill Eason, 

Brian Svenningsen (retired), Val Collins, Stepan Pruchnicky (retired), 
Lise Hawkins, Doris Wukasch, Marguerite Campbell, 

Tanya Reilly-Primaylon;  
Missing: Jane Milligan (retired), Teresa Paoli

Visit us online and see what people are saying about 
Reading for the Love of It.
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Plan to Attend: 

CONFERENCE
We look forward to seeing you on 

Thursday, February 24th & Friday, February 
25th, 2022, at the newly-renovated Sheraton 

Centre Hotel, downtown Toronto.
Click on the Register link at 

www.readingfortheloveofit.com
We recommend that you register early!

Help us Celebrate Excellence 
in Literacy Teaching!

The East York-Scarborough Reading Association is now 
accepting nominations for the 2022 Reading Awards. 
Three awards will be presented. A teacher from each of 
our Association’s founding school boards, T.C.D.S.B. and 
T.D.S.B., will be honoured, and a third award will be given 
to an educator from any other school or school board in
Ontario.

Reading Awards will be presented at the annual Reading 
for the Love of It conference Awards Banquet dinner on 
the evening of Thursday, February 24th, 2022. Each award 
winner will receive a complimentary full conference 
registration package to the 2022 Reading for the Love of 
It conference, two tickets to the Awards Banquet, and a 
$100 gift certificate to purchase books.

Take this opportunity to help us celebrate excellence in 
literacy instruction by nominating on or before Monday, 
December 6th, 2021. To be eligible for this award the 
teacher will have:
•  demonstrated a lasting influence on student learning

through innovative teaching
•  shared literacy expertise with colleagues (mentoring,

presenting workshops)
•  contributed to literacy newsletters and/or professional

journals or the equivalent
•  been nominated by at least two colleagues (with

separate nomination forms, please)

Click on the link below or copy and paste it into your URL 
to complete our nomination form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezOSo 
8N_6f1N9AuSH4wko9VXGBcxZ3I4zEl42O3A11d6h 
anQ/viewform

Nominations in writing (paper or electronic) will also be 
accepted.  They may be submitted electronically to eys@ 
readingfortheloveofit.com or mailed to EYS Reading 
Association, 1315 Lawrence Avenue East, #309, Toronto, 
ON, M3A 3R3.

All submissions must be received by 5pm, Monday, 
December 6th, 2021.

Please be sure to include the name of the school and 
school board where the nominees work, along with full 
contact details.

With thanks,

Marisa Liscio 
Awards Committee Chair and Past President

East York-Scarborough Association
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